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The life oFf
Jesus

His life and his message
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This is the sfory and the messagqe of Jesus Christ

By OSCGH’ MCCOOMb@—LOP@Z
Year §



We all admire Jesus Christ for his Wiso/om, for his love

and for his courage.

[t may be exloemLeoI that someone, so impor%aml had a
priuileged childhood. Yet Jesus was born in in the fown of
Nazareth, a oluief little town where most peolole were farmers

and shephera/s. His mother was Mary and his father Joseloh, a

90061 man ana/ a I’lUVHbIﬂ CGH’P@H‘,'EF.




One day, Wl’lile M(Zf’y was G"' home, an angel sua/a/en/y appearea/.




I those days, the king of the land decided that everybody should be counted and
CIOCUH’I@H"’EO[. SO JOS@PI’! haa/ 'I'O +(ZI€€ MGH’H 7"0 l’)iS 'I'OWH 07[ BZH’!IGI’IZW) "'0 gef regisferea/.

Joseloh and Mary had a Iong and difficult journey ahead 1o Bethlehem, f\/’ary travelled
on 7Lop of a alon/eey and Joseph walked next fo her.
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After many o/ays of wa//eing in the desert “wy fina”y reached Bethlehem. It was already

dark when H)ey arrived in town. They needed a Ialace fo rest and sloend the nigH, but
all the places were full and nobody gave them a Iﬂ/ace fo sfay. Joselah found an emlmly

S"'(Zbl@. H' was warm, and 'H’I@F@ was PIZH"y 07[ S"TGW 'ILO /ie on.

That niglﬂL an exci*ing,

wonderful Hn’ng haplaened:
Mary and Joseloh had a

baby.’ But this wasn't J'us7L
any baby, he was Babg
Jesusl  He was the son of
Grod.




A star guio/ed men from the East fo the young child. Theg believed that this new star

was /eao/mg them 1o someone im/ﬂorfaml.

Nazareth was the p/ace where Jesus grew up. He never showed any desire for power or
wealth but focussed instead on what he knew to be wise - to follow a life of /ot/e,

sincemly and commitment to our heauen/y Father,



Euery year Joseloh would brmg his family to Jerusalem for the specia/ celebration called
the Passover. It's a long 7Lri,9 from Nazareth 1o Jerusalem. Most of the Ioeola/e walk,
and it takes them about three days fo gef to Jerusalem.

FVOFH a young age .IZSUS GIF@(ZCIH W(ZH'/'ECI 'ILO ','(Z”f 'I'O +eachers in 'H’le %emla/e. He WOUICI

IIS7L€H "'0 Hrem GHCI GSIE quesﬁons




When Jesus was 30 years old, he was baloﬁzed by John into the waters of the Jordan
River. He then began preaching.




Unlike some other /aeolole, Jesus tried fo make his advice understandable to the common
man, sometimes using stories (parab/es) or sym[oo/s, but a/wags /eeelm'ng his messaqe simla/e,

s*raighfforwam/ and pmcfica/.
Jesus dealt with many as,oecfs of human life but the one that he slaemt longm‘ on, was

the need for love. His focus was not jus+ on the love for our friends and fami/y, but

someHﬂing much more cha//enging:
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He slooée of a love for those who we want to hate. This love recluires effomt, and
strain.
It is the easiest Hxing in the world to hmte, fo let the desire for revenge grow in our

hear*s.
TO be 7"!’“[9 ha/a/ay we WIUS* /oue even I"F we are l’l(ﬂ%d 7[(7}’ i"'. Loue (ZHGI GIO HO7L l’ld*@, TEOV

SHN,H lOl/@ IS 'H’le OHIH PGH’) +0 /oeace, 7,:!’886/0”’1 (ZHGI l’lﬂPPif’MSS.

For Jesus it was not enough jusf Pre*ending to love OH’IH’S, we had fo 7Lru/y feel it in
our hearts. Because even if you feel hate in your heart and alon'f show i7L, you are jusf
as guiHy as those who commit their sins in dag/igH. It is on/y sincemty that can inslm're

men "’0 gremtness.

FOV ./ESHS H" was imlaomLarnL HO]L OHIH ﬂmt we +f’y ','O reach Hlese sfandards O'F IOUE (ZHCI

sincemty but also that we realise the occasions when we do not. Once we have understood

11



Wl’la+ we haue GIOHE WVOHg we can asle {OV fOVgiVEHESS, GH’IG/ Hyen malee a serious €'F'l[0f’7"

fo correct our mistakes. If is onlg when we do this that we can 7Lru/y be a follower of
God.

Jesus fold this P“mble-' “Two men went up to the 7Lemple fo pray, One a Pharisee and the

other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and lomyea/ about himself:
'Goal, | thank you that | am not like other men——robbers, billers——or
even like this fax collector. | fast twice a week and giue a fenth of

all 1 get.

"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up
fo heaven, but beat his breast and saia/, 'God, have mercy on me, a

sinner.

| tell you that this man, rather than the OH’HH’, went home jus*iﬂed
before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humb/w/, and he

who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 18:9-14)




Hauing shown men how ﬂ)ey should live louing, sincere, humble /iues, Jesus also began

7Le”ing them about how H’)(ZH should think of God.

Jesus told us to think of God as our Fm%er, as a /ouing, /eina/, generous IoaremL who has
giuen us life and will Iorouide for us in the fimes ahead.

”/15;4 and it will b

¢ gj f ;
af?d You will find; ézouc/zn 0 e -
will be olnenec/ fo You,

M//Jo asés receives;

ﬂﬂd 7l0 ]
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Jesus was not alone. He chose 12 men that would travel with him. They would be his
closest followers and become the Iarimary feachers of the message of Jesus. They were
called the apostles.
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Jesus and these new alisciples would travel a lof. In Galilee Hﬂey S'/'O}Ofﬁed at Naﬂnanaers
hometown of Cana. There Jesus went to a big Wedo/ing feast and Iaemformed his first

mirac/e. He 7Lurneo/ WG+6F imLO wine.
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ThroughomL his time on Earth Jesus Iaasseal on his wisdom to others, encouraging them
fo giue up the IooinHess pursuHL of treasures on earth. He +augh+ that a /ouing, healﬂny
relaﬁonship with God and with our fellow human beings would Iﬂroduce a much more

fruitful and useful life.

Jesus’ life is a 7Les+imony fo the sincere love that he had for those around him. Time
after time we are told of how Jesus he/peo/ those who could not he/p themselves.

“Great  crowds came to  him,
brmging the lame, the blind, the
crilolo/ec/, the mute and many
others, and laid them at his feet;
and he healed them.” (Matthew

15:30)
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Jesus did many miracles. He fed thousands of Ioeolo/e with only a few small fishes and a
few loaves of bread. He healed the sick and even raised the dead. A few months later
some /aeolo/e broughf their children to see Jesus. The a/aosHes tried fo /eeela them away.
But Jesus told his aposHes:
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Jesus VOGI@ 7L0 JEVUS(ZI(H’H on a CIOHIQZH. When l’l(i g0+ near H)e CI"/'H, a /arge CVOWOI O'l[ P(ZOPI@

came OU'/' 7"0 WIZE'/' I’lim. MOS'/' O'F Hﬂem +OOI€ O'IE'F 'H'FEIT COG"'S GHOI PU'IL Hlem on ﬂ)e VO(Zd.
O'H’)EFS CU"' O'F'F bmnches 'I[FOWI lmlm +V€€S GH'ICI PU"' Htem on er roaa[.

‘God bless the
Ieing, the son of
God!’

"God bless the Ieing,
the son of Godl’
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Jet not everyone who came into contact with Jesus alo/arecimtea/ his 7Leachings or his

hea/ing powers. A group of Iﬂeola/e, called Pharisees, became loarﬁcu/ar’y u/asml with him.
These Pharisees claimed fo be re/igious and ho/y, ymL Jesus knew that in their hearts %heg

were as gHIHH as anyone EISZ, GH’lGl ./ESUS COHCINYH’I@d %em 'FOV HL.
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Within on/y a few years of sfarﬁng his minis?try, when he was jus+ fhir*y—ﬂlree years
o/a/, Jesus was arrested and handed over fo the Romans who were ru/ing Israel at that

ﬁme.

After an unfair trial Jesus was condemned to death [oy crucifixion. This method of /ei//ing
prisoners was a horrendous, slow death where the boc/y was nailed fo a wooden cross

and IomL on dislolay in front of the crowds.

While he was dying, in the midst of unbearable pain, Jesus asked God that these men
would be forgiuen.
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/\Hhough he was buried in a fomb guardeof by Roman so/c/iers, his boa/y alisa’opeareal.
The reason for this disaploearance is that Jesus was raised to life again.

When Jesus rose from the ofead, he confirmed his idemLHLy as the Son of God.
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"/‘\Her 'H’le Sabbaﬂ:, Cﬂt alawn on H;e 'FiFS+ c/ay 07[ H)e WEEI?, a woman CG”@d M(Zf’lj
f\/’agdalene (ZHCI GHO'H'IEV woman HW’HECI MCH’H WEH',' 'ILO IOOI€ G"' H;e 7LOVHb. There was a

violent earthualee, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going fo
the fomb, rolled back the stone and saf on if. The angel said to them:




Jesus was wise and I’IOHOLH’GHE, being PEVS%U”'BCI on/y because some Pe()lﬁle alisagreed

with his views. His life is a fesfimony to the spimL of God.
Jesus” death acts like a sacrifice for us. Instead of each of us being /aunisheo/ for all
that we have done, Jesus symbolica”y died in our lﬁ/ace.
The life of Jesus is fru/y ex%raora/inary and his short fime here on Earth has
impac%ea/ more loeople than anyone else in his*ory. Jesus +augh+ us to love, and he
loved. He faugH us to be sincere, and he was sincere. He +augH us that God was our

Father, and he truly was the child of God.

Jesus was more than J'usf a feacher, he was also uniclue in his nature. He united the

essence of God and man within himself, being both divine and human.
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