
HSC Course Information 

Evening

Thursday 15/0617

YEAR 11, 2018

YEAR 12, 2019



Opening Prayer

Heavenly Father.

Help our students to appreciate their talents, and 

to have the wisdom and courage to select 

subjects to foster those talents. Let them have 

the patience to listen to the advice from teachers 

and parents.

We ask this through Christ our Lord,

Amen.



Requirements for the award 
of the HSC

• You must study a minimum of 12 units in the Preliminary 
course and a minimum of 10 units in the HSC Course.

• You must satisfactorily complete all components of 
courses that meet the pattern of study requirements 
outlined by the NSW Education Standards Authority 
(NESA) ie: assessment, practical work, oral and/or 
project works.

• You must have sat for and made a serious attempt at the 
HSC Examinations.



Requirements for the award 
of the HSC

You must study:

• At least 6 units of Board Developed Courses including 2 
units of a Board Developed Course in English.

• At least three courses of 2 units value or greater.

• At least four subjects.

• At most 7 units of Science can contribute to HSC eligibility.



What are Units?

2 UNIT COURSES: 4 periods of class time per week (100 marks)

1 UNIT COURSE: 2 periods of class time per week (50 marks)

EXTENSION COURSES:

• Build on the content in 2 Unit Courses and carry an extra 1 unit in value.

• Extension Courses are available in English, Mathematics, Science and 
History.

• English and Mathematics Extension Courses must be studied in the 
Preliminary year before proceeding to study the HSC Extension.

• The HSC Extension course in Science and History is only offered in the 
HSC year.



What is the ATAR?

The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank –

• a numerical measure of a students overall 
academic achievement in the HSC in relation to 
that of other students

• a number between 0.00 and 99.95 (only ATAR’s 
above 30 are reported)

• intended for use by universities to rank and select 
school leavers for admission to university



What types of subjects can I select?

Board Developed Courses: 

• These courses are developed by NESA, and are 
examined externally at the end of the HSC and can 
count towards the calculation of the ATAR

• Most of the courses offered at St Edward’s are Board 
Developed Courses.



• Some Board Developed Courses are called 
‘Category B’ courses. You can study as many of these 
courses as you wish for the HSC but only the best 2 
Units of Category B courses can be included in the 
calculation of the ATAR.

• In order to have a Category B Course count towards 
an ATAR, students must sit for the optional exam.

What types of subjects can I select?



What types of subjects can I select?

Vocational Education and Training (VET) Courses

• VET courses are offered as part of the Higher School Certificate.

• These courses are designed to allow students to study courses 
that are relevant to industry needs.

• These courses involve a mandatory work placement of 35 hours 
in both the Preliminary and HSC year.



Content Endorsed Courses:

• These courses have been endorsed by NESA.

• They do not have an external exam and therefore do not count 

towards an ATAR.

• Students usually choose these courses out of interest as they 

may be linked to a possible career, or to simply broaden their 

education.

• These courses place a greater emphasis on practical work and 

skill development for further use in recreation or employment.

• All Content Endorsed Courses count towards a HSC and 

appear on student’s record of achievement.

What types of subjects can I select?



Requirements for an ATAR

• The ATAR is based on the sum of the best 10 

units of Board Developed Courses.

• These must be comprised of the best 2 Units of 

English and the best 8 units from the remaining 

units.

• No more than 2 units of Category B courses can 

be included in the calculation of the ATAR.



In Summary
Board Developed Courses -

Category A Courses (all contribute to an ATAR) 

English (all courses), Mathematics and Mathematics 

Standard 2, Studies of Religion 1 and 2, Biology, 

Physics, Chemistry, Investigating Science, 

Economics, Engineering Studies, Food Technology, 

Legal Studies, Business Studies, Modern History, 

Ancient History, Geography, Music, Visual Arts, 

Drama, French, PD/H/PE, Information Processing 

and Technology, Software Design and Development.



In Summary

Vocational Education and Training Courses 

(VET) & (Category B)

Metals and Engineering, Construction, Hospitality, 

Retail Services, Information Technology, and 

Entertainment



In Summary

Content Endorsed Courses 

(Do not count towards an ATAR)

Catholic Studies 

Photography

Industry Based Learning

Sports Coaching



General Advice on Choosing Subjects

Students should take great care in selecting subjects 

and base their decisions on the following:

• Interest

• Ability

• Balance

• Type of Assessment

• Future Plans



General Advice on Choosing Subjects

Do not choose subjects because 

• The subject is supposed to score well for 

University entry.

• Your friends are doing it

• Of a particular teacher

• You think the subject is ‘easy’



Choosing Wisely Choosing Well.pdf


Subject Selection Online

http://edval.com.au/train/WebChoice.html

http://edval.com.au/train/WebChoice.html












The due date for return of both 

the subject selection form and 

the agreement form is:

Friday 21st July 

(Week 1, term 3)
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