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A happy and Holy Christmas to each member of the Eddies family. I trust that the Christmas season
is one of joy for all, and peaceful rest as well! Thank you for your ongoing support of the College
over the past year. May the blessings of a New Year also be joyous to us all and for those returning
to school we look forward to continuing the journey of educating your son in 2017.
We prepare well for Christmas Day,
Buying gifts, writing Christmas cards, shopping for Christmas lunch,
Decorating the Christmas tree, putting lights around the house etc
But let us not forget the most important preparation:
That is the preparation of our hearts - to welcome the Christ Child.
Jesus tells us in the Gospel to “watch and pray” and the our hearts will
Be prepared for HIS coming.
Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Preparing for Christmas can be a time of contrasting emotions for many of us. We are eager, yet
frazzled; sentimental, yet indifferent. One minute we glow at the thought of getting together with our
family and friends; the next we feel utterly lonely. Our hope is mingled with dread, our anticipation
with despair. We sense the deeper meanings of the Christmas season but grasp at them in vain;
and in the end, all bustle leaves us frustrated and drained.
Even we who do not experience such tensions – who genuinely love Christmas – often miss its point.
Content with candles and carols and good food, we bask in the warmth of familiar traditions, in
reciprocated acts of kindness, and in feelings of general goodwill. How many of us remember the
harsh realities of Christ’s first coming: the dank stable, the cold night, the closed door of the inn?
How many of us share the longing of the ancient prophets, who awaited the Messiah with such
aching intensity that they foresaw his arrival thousands of years before he was born?
The imagery of nativity scenes is not sufficient to explain the Christmas message. Let us never forget
that so great is God’s love and concern for humanity that he himself became a man. At Bethlehem
there was no advertisement, no publicity, no special privilege: in fact the entry of God into his own
world was almost heartbreakingly humble.
So at this Christmas we shall be celebrating no beautiful myth, no lovely piece of traditional folklore,
but a solemn historical fact. God has been here on this planet once historically, but as millions will
testify, he will come again with the same silence and the same incredible humility into any human
heart ready to receive him this Christmas.
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As I leave St Edward’s may I begin by congratulating Mr Mark Bonnici on his appointment as College
Principal commencing 2017. Mark has been a loyal Deputy Principal who has faithfully committed
himself to the things that matter in leading an Edmund Rice Catholic school. His passion and vision
for strategic thinking and action has led to a sound leadership partnership between us and he has
the ability and leadership skills necessary to take the school onto greater achievements. A faith filled
man, he will make a positive difference to St Edward’s into the future and I expect that he will receive
the support he deserves from staff, parents and the boys.

As I leave St Edward’s I reflect upon the state of the school at present compared with how I
encountered it in late 2009. At the first staff meeting in 2010 I suggested to teaching staff that the
standards of teaching and learning, curriculum development, leadership development and
professional development were to be the driving force of an improvement agenda for the College.
Whilst the physical plant and building stock, sport, social justice and extra curricula activities were in
sound shape, the quality of what occurred in the classrooms and the teaching outcomes clearly
needed some serious remediation and improvement. The efforts of key leaders in the school to
improve pedagogy has been noted in the 2015 Board of Studies Inspection Report and the more
recent EREA School Renewal Report of 2016. The result is pleasing to me as an educational leader.
Classrooms are more dynamic and boys are more engaged. The use of technology has trebled and
now assists boys positively with their learning. The professional plans that teachers now complete
are certainly contemporary and professional in their approach, and lead to quality initiatives in the
classroom. The professional learning groups and professional learning partnerships based upon the
Australian Teaching Standards in the main have led to quality professional conversations about
quality teaching and learning, and have ultimately lead to better teaching methodologies and
approaches in classroom teaching, assessment and marking practices. It is particularly pleasing to
see the number of staff now considering professional accreditation as Lead Teacher or Highly
Accomplished Teacher. This is a healthy sign that will serve the boys very well in the future. I have
waited 40 years to see the teaching profession finally hold an expectation that teaching standards
are an important factor that every teacher must attain to remain teaching in a classroom. This new
accreditation system will see further improvement in what occurs in the classrooms at St Edward’s
in the future, and reward those exemplary teachers for their skills and dedication to the craft, vocation
and ministry of teaching.
The 2016 academic year has seen further progress in the religious tone of the school. I am beginning
to see the EREA Charter for Catholic Education touchstones of Gospel Spirituality, Liberating
Education, Inclusive Community and Justice and Solidarity be more deeply understood and
embedded within the minds of the College staff, and beginning to be better understood by the boys.
Because of the leadership of the Mission Team, Religious Education teachers and Mr Tony Beacroft,
our latest report indicates that over the last seven years we have developed a more robust curriculum
in Religious Education, have seen the successful development of staff led Retreats and Immersions,
the introduction of regular Eucharist and Reconciliation for class and year groups, and a deepening
of all the spiritual experiences for the boys, particularly the major liturgies and Masses. Faith
understanding and development and deepening of spiritual experiences for staff is at the foothills
and will become a major part of the strategic religious platform for school improvement in the next
few years. We have been supported by the Christian Brothers on site including Br Michael, Br Dennis
and Br Peter. They play an active role in working with the boys and keeping alive the living presence
of Edmund Rice in the school. The local Priests including Fr Tadeauz, Fr Jim, Fr Jack and Fr Andrew
have also been instrumental in their support for sacramental practice and Retreat formation and
participation.
Social Justice and the Waterford projects under the leadership of Mr Pat Dell has been a strong
element at St Edward’s for many years. Our validation report from EREA indicates that our College
is an Edmund Rice Education Lead School in this area as it promotes and encourages staff, boys
and parents to engage in the social justice agenda locally on the Central Coast, within NSW and
overseas. Our outreach to those less fortunate (Haven Educational Centre, Coast Shelter, Walgett
and Kenya) is an element of the school that I am pleased to have experienced and I believe it has
made us a stronger community. I feel that this area of the school will continue to flourish and will
always add to the dimension of holistic development of the boys into the future. I also believe that it
has supported the pastoral dimension of the College in ensuring boys are focussed upon those less
fortunate instead of self.
When I arrived at the College I was met with the doubting Thomas element that were of the belief
that any attempt to push the academic side of the school would see the certain demise of sport at
St Edward’s. As I peruse the improvement in academic results, and the improvement in behaviour
as a result of engaging lessons in the classroom, I also see a definite correlation with the number of
boys participating in sport, and the numbers representing at Diocesan, State and National level. I
am pleased to see that numbers have actually increased over the years. Our sporting teams continue
to grow and have success on the sports field. This proves in my mind that a school can be good at

many things, and should not just hang its hat on any one element. I have enjoyed the sporting and
activities programs as there are elements which appeal to every boy. Those boys representing the
school in over 25 representative sports have done so with great pride and enthusiasm as they wear
the black and red. They have been fortunate to have dedicated coaches and managers who have
revelled in the competition but also taken great strides with developing the personal growth of each
boy within those teams.
Pastoral Care has seen major developments over the years with less need for negative
consequences for poor and violent behaviour. We have reached a point in the evolution of a HSC
school where the accentuation on positive reinforcement and rewards, and sound student leadership
programs, are leading to more engaged and happy boys. The misbehaviour in the classrooms and
in the community is quite minimal, but acted upon quickly in a fair and just manner. I know the overall
tone of the College has changed for the better with considerable effort being put into student
wellbeing and sound mental health. The issues of bullying loom as ever present and keep the
pastoral team vigilant to appropriate reaction to such misbehaviours. I believe that when sound
pastoral care and good behaviour exists, then sound teaching and engagement can occur more
readily and easily in the classroom. Those that have contributed to sound pastoral concern and
formation of relationship with the boys are to be commended as it has allowed for transformation of
culture within the College.
The extra curricula domain of the College is both vibrant and strong, and is centred upon the
generosity of spirt of participation by the majority of staff, both teaching and non-teaching. I have
loved the quality liturgies and assemblies in the Edmund Rice Centre with boys taking more of the
leadership opportunity as it is afforded them. These include the building planning meetings for our
new library, music and drama facilities, the Board Meetings at the College under the steady guidance
of Mr Frank Bortkevitch, and the Haven Management Committee under Mr Peter McPherson. Some
other memorable moments in the year include the leadership of those boys awarded the Order of
Australia, the quality work of the Prefects and Portfolio leaders, the lively Swimming and Athletics
Carnivals, the games of Rugby League, Rugby Union, AFL, Soccer and all representative Sports
throughout the year. The Mulgoa and Kings Cross Retreats, Camps, excursions, Writers Forums,
Competitions in English, Mathematics, Science, Debating, Public Speaking, Maximum Potential
Program, Diversity Day, Edmund Rice Day celebrations, Spelling bees, Tutor Volleyball
competitions, the College Cup competitions, Sleep out for the Homeless, Year 12 Graduation,
disco's, visits to the Haven, Walgett, Uluru, Gadooga, Japanese and French exchange visits, Drama
and Visual Arts evenings, Academic Assembly Awards, Founder’s Day celebrations, College Board
Retreat, EREA Conference, and several Old Boys events. Life at St Edward's is reflected in the
contribution of each individual to the culture of the organisation.
Again in 2016 I spent some weeks working with the leaders of our Christian Brothers schools and
various ministries in Kenya and Tanzania. My wife Alison devoted the time to working in the Ruben
Slum School Medical Clinic specializing in ante-natal care, post-natal care and HIV treatment. This
rich experience will remain with us for ever. We also accompanied nine boys and one staff member
to Kenya for the Kesheni Immersion, a counter cultural alternative to schoolies. Like those who have
travelled with us in previous years, these boys chose to work in mission rather than spend their
money on ‘schoolies’ in Queensland or Bali. I hope this is an ongoing tradition at St Edward’s and
thank the boys for their courage in leadership and setting a wonderful challenge for others in the
future. As Maitland Newcastle Diocese will be connected with Edmund Rice Education Australia
through the provision of Edmund Rice Education Australia Flexible Learning Centres I will remain
connected to this immersion and offer it to boys and girls in the Diocese, thus I will remain a member
of the Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders group in my new role.
I thank all the members of the community for making my leadership such a joy. Leading a school is
no different to running a family. It has its unique highs and lows, including challenges as some
members can be an absolute pain periodically. But overall, the positive energy I received from most
members of the St Eddies’ family provided me with the impetus to work hard for an effective school
in the Edmund Rice tradition. Those rowing in a positive direction for positive outcomes for young
people in the College are to be commended, and those who are not deserve to be continually
challenged through steadfast role modelling and firm leadership. It is the boys or students that I will
miss as I move to a new chapter in my life. They are the reason we exist in schools and serving them

has been my motivating factor. As adults we have all been given our chances in life and the boys
deserve such service from us. To observe the growth in each boy as he progresses through the year
groups is a real joy. To support them as they strive to get an understanding of their place in this
world has really been fun for me. I’ve always believed that it should be fun to work with developing
young adults and it has been what motivates me to improve the service to them.
As I depart to be the Director of 60 schools in the Maitland Newcastle Diocese I wish all the members
of the St Eddies’ family a happy and Holy Christmas season and pray for the safety and happiness
of all our families during the Christmas holiday break.
“Live Jesus in our hearts-forever.” Blessed Edmund Rice
TO THE STAFF AND STUDENTS OF ST EDWARD’S CATHOLIC COLLEGE,
“We would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to Mr Patrick Dell and the school
community for the support and prayers extended to us and our family upon the tragic loss of our son
Kieren, a former student of St Edward’s. The compassion and caring has been greatly appreciated.
Kieren is the youngest of our five children and truly had a beautiful spirit. We miss him every day
and nothing eases the pain but the support shown to us has helped pull us through.
Paul and Cheryl O’Neill”
TOUCHSTONES
As a Catholic School conducted in the traditions of Edmund Rice we are challenged to provide an
authentic witness to the touchstones outlined in the Charter for Edmund Rice Schools, these
touchstones being Liberating Education, Gospel Spirituality Justice and Solidarity and Inclusive
Community. Throughout the year staff and students participate in a range of educational, religious,
social justice and cultural experiences which provide an opportunity to live the values outlined in
these touchstones. The following information provides an outline of some of the recent experiences
offered to students which characterise this commitment.
'St Edward's stands in solidarity with our Aboriginal people, who are the traditional owners of our
Central Coast land. We commit to working with Aboriginal people for reconciliation in Australia'.
'St Edward's College proudly supports Coast Shelter, aiming to end homelessness on the Central
Coast'.
'St Edward's College recognises the need for our asylum seekers to receive our Gospel value
attitudes of compassion, love and service’.
JUSTICE AND SOLIDARITY
As a Catholic School conducted in the traditions of Blessed Edmund Rice:
We are committed to justice and peace for all, grounded in a spirituality of action and reflection that
calls us to stand in solidarity with those who are marginalised and the Earth itself. (Charter for
Edmund Rice Schools)
GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY
As a Catholic School conducted in the traditions of Blessed Edmund Rice: We invite all people
into the story of Jesus and strive to make his message of compassion, justice and peace a
living reality within our community. (Charter for Edmund Rice Schools)
ENROLMENTS 2017
We have quite a few students on the waiting lists for 2017, so if for some reason you are considering
withdrawing your son’s enrolment for next year, it would help considerably if you could please give
us some early indication of your intentions, as this could well help another family who is wanting their
son to attend St Edward’s. Please contact Mrs Sandra Francis in the enrolment office.
Dr Michel Slattery, College Principal

SCHOOL FEE ACCOUNTS
As it is the end of the 2016 school year it would be appreciated if all families could ensure their school
fee accounts are up to date and finalised before 9th December. For any enquiries please contact the
Accounts Department. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
SOCIAL JUSTICE
“Education is the best weapon to change the world” –Nelson Mandela
BREAKING NEWS…..
Over 20 million Muslims have gathered, marched and protested against ISIS in Karbala, Iraq. It is
extremely rare in world history for 20 million people to gather in solidarity like this. Mainstream
Australian media has not reported this event widely, simply because their profits come through
distortion, fear-mongering and race hate.
Australia has also been strongly condemned from many countries in the United Nations for our
harsh attitude towards asylum seekers our school and our Church values peace, inclusion,
compassion and justice.
Mr Pat Dell (Social Justice Coordinator)
p: 4321 6439 or e: pdell@stedwards.nsw.edu.au
SPORT
CENTRAL COAST SCHOOLS WATERPOLO “WOMBATS CUP”
Well done to our boys with another 3rd place in a tournament. This is a great effort considering we
have a young team this year. Hopefully the experience gained will benefit them in years to come.
Thanks to Mrs Henderson who convened the tournament and Mr Beemster who assisted on the day.
BBSSSA SURF LIFE SAVING CARNIVAL
Congratulations to our outstanding Surf Life savers who were the Champion Male School for
BBSSSA once again with a blitzing display by our team in all areas of the event. Many thanks to
Mrs Blewitt for her coordination of the team and Mr Lord and Mrs Henderson for their assistance.
BERG SHIELD CRICKET
Round 1:
On Friday 28th October the Berg Shield campaign for 2016/17 got underway
against the local rivals MacKillop Catholic College, Warnervale. The ground wet and still a lot of
rain about had players, coaches and officials wondering if we would get a game at all. The call was
to play and see what happens. St Edward's College captain Zac Peters lost the toss and as luck
would have it MacKillop wanted to have a bat.
The opening spell from Ethan Jones and Ethan short was impressive. They kept the ball up and
made the MacKillop batsmen play at nearly everything. At 10 overs MacKillop were 2/27 and at
drinks (15 overs) MacKillop had been restricted to 4/38. After drinks the pressure was kept onto the
batting side and St Edward's College pressed home the early advantages, barring a slight over or
two. MacKillop batted out their overs and the scored at the end of 30 overs was 7/74.
The second session got underway with Joshua Toohey and Harry Moriarty opening the batting. Harry
was run out cheaply and Joshua had one swing too many. Ben Dignam and Hayden Bradshaw
settled the innings Ben scoring 12, Hayden 24. The remainder of the runs were quickly mopped up
by Zac Peters 17 no. A great way to start the season and team was ready to play All Saints College,
Maitland.
Round 2:
Game 2 of the summer was the first our away games and saw the team travel up the
M1 to Tarro Oval. All Saints won the toss and decided that they would have a bat in the first innings
and one a slightly damp track this more than suited the boys.
Another sensational opening spell of bowling from Ethan Jones and Ethan Short. At the end of the
first spell Ethan Jones had 0/2 off his 4 overs and Ethan Short 1/9 off his. At the 15 over mark of the
innings All Saints were only 1/46. The tight bowling continued and the wickets started to fall. All
Saints were bowled out for 87 in the 27th over. Ethan short finished with 3/15 (5 overs), Mitch Giltinan
2/17 (6 overs) and Ben Dignam 2/2 (2 overs) with Luke Jacobs and Millar Elwin collecting 1 wicket
each.

The second innings went totally according to plan. St Edwards 3/91 in the 20th over. Joshua Toohey
carried his bat through the innings scoring 35 no. Hayden Bradshaw scored 17 and Ben Dignam
scored 26. A very sound performance all around with the only blemish being a few dropped catches.
It’s always good to have things to work on for the next round.
Round 3:
After a long wait between matches the time finally arrived and round 3 was underway
at Kariong Oval. The game was against St Paul's College Manly who knocked the team out of the
competition last year. Zac won the toss and put St Paul's Manly into bat.
St Pauls started very well and whilst St Edwards kept the runs down wickets were not looking easy
to come by. Once again our catching in the field was far from satisfactory. Ethan Jones finished his
spell on 0/16 (5 overs) and Lochie Allison 2/17 (5 overs) and St Paul's finished on 4/123 from their
30 overs.
Hayden Bradshaw and Joshua Toohey opened the batting and from the first ball he faced Hayden
was a man on a mission. He smashed balls to all parts of the oval and just missed out on his 50
falling for 47. Ben Dignam scored 12, Zac Peters 18 but the end of the innings belonged to Flynn
Cernoy and Harry Moriarty. Both batsmen came out and started swinging Flynn scored 18 no off 12
balls and Harry scored 13 off just 9 balls. St Edwards passed the total in the 19th over and finished
the game on 4/125. A terrific effort all round. The team now will have to wait until the start of 2017
to play their Quarter final against St Columba's College, Springwood.
Mr Murray and Mr Young
CENTRAL COAST ALL SCHOOLS GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS – Tuggerah Lakes Course
The 5th December saw the final event on the school's sports calendar for the 2016 year. 3 players
were entered into the tournament played at Shelley Beach Gold Club. The players were all on from
a shotgun start and in magnificent weather all played quite well. Lochie Allison was leading the field
with only a few holes to play. Unfortunately a 9 put an end to his run on the back nine.
Jye Crowe was runner up in the Junior division by just 1 stroke and Liam Gocher was runner up
again in Seniors by just 1 stroke. The combined scores from these 2 was enough for St Edward's to
be the overall winner on the day, winning the All School's Trophy. A great effort by all 3 players and
I hope to see a bigger and better squad line up for St Edwards in 2017
Mr Matthew Young (College Golf Manager)
STUDENT SPORTING SUCCESS - SURFING
Congratulations to Joel Vaughan Year 7 who last weekend took out the U14 Australian Surfing Title
in Victoria with an outstanding score of 17 out of a possible 20. Those who know the scoring system
in surfing would know what an achievement this is for an U14 to have attained.
Well done to Harry Carpenter of Year 9 who was knocked out in the Quarter Finals of the U16
event. Well done to both boys.
CHANGING OF THE GUARD
This will be the last newsletter I write as Sports Coordinator. I am moving towards retirement and
have handed over the reins as Sports Coordinator to Mr Jason Carpenter who will take up the role
in 2017. I wish him well and know that St Edwards Sport is in good hands.
I have been very blessed to have been the Sports Coordinator at St Edwards for the past 18 years.
The many staff and countless number of students who have been a part of a squad, or team, or
completely individual representation have been outstanding ambassadors for the College and for
this I am grateful. Not to forget the fortune of many State champions in teams and individuals as
well as many Australian Schools Representatives who have worn the Red and Black.
I also thank our Parent community for the support you give the Coaching Staff and your sons.
It would be remiss of me to not thank Mr Scott Murray the Assistant Sports Coordinator for the past
12 years. His assistance and support to me have been invaluable and appreciated. Also to the
College Executive for their support to me over 18 years and in developing and fostering an
outstanding Sporting tradition within the College which the students respond and aspire to.

I would like to conclude with some advice to all our fantastic athletes:
Take pride in what you represent
Whatever level you are playing, remember your obligations to those who have come before you
and those that will come after.
Do your best to portray St Edward’s in the best light, on and off the field.
Be determined to keep St Edward’s reputation high. In this regard, your off-field behaviour is often
more important than your on-field performance.
Don’t lose opportunities for reasons other than ability.
Wear the Red and Black with pride, even when representing as an individual we all see you as a
part of the “Eddies team”.
Be prepared to show leadership: when something is going wrong, a real leader has the willingness
to do something about it.
I wish all teams and Coaches all the best for the future.
Thanks for an awesome ride.
Mr Paul Bell (Belly) Sports Coordinator
DISABILITY PROVISIONS FOR HSC 2017
The Board of Studies, Teacher and Education Standards has developed the Disability Provisions
(previously Special Provisions) program to assist students completing the HSC examinations, who
have a special examination need. This may be related to a physical condition, visual impairment,
hearing loss or difficulty in reading and / or writing. The Office aims to offer practical support to
students with higher needs by providing provisions, such as separate supervision, extra time to rest,
writers and / or readers.
On behalf of these students the College makes an application online to BOSTES submitting specific
supporting documentation. When a final decision has been made, BOSTES will send both the
College and student written notification of the approved and/or declined provisions. Please be aware
that if you have been granted the use of special examination provisions by the College for internal
examinations and assessments, this does not automatically deem that you will be eligible for the
same provisions in the HSC examinations.
If you wish to apply for these special examination provisions for the HSC exams you should contact
me, the Learning Support Coordinator, Ms. Kiekebosch, at the start of 2017 academic year. In
completing the application process evidence of the special examination need must be included, such
as medical evidence, timed essay samples, reading test results, in addition to relevant subject
teacher comments. Please note that these applications should be submitted online to the BOSTES
by the last day of Term 1, 2017. If you have any queries in regard to the above please do not hesitate
to contact me, either by phone or email at the College.
Ms B Kiekebosch, Learning Support Coordinator
bkiekebosch@stedwards.nsw.edu.au
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES @ ST PATRICK’S EAST GOSFORD & ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI,
SOMERSBY
Christmas Eve:
6pm Children’s Mass @ St Edward’s College [ERC].
6pm Mass @ Somersby [30 Lutana Road]
9pm Youth Mass & Midnight Mass @ St Patrick’s, 76 York Street.
[Preceded by Carols at 8.30pm & 11.30pm respectively]
Christmas Day:
7.30am, 9am & 6pm Masses @ St Patrick’s.
All are welcome to join us.
KINCUMBER PARISH
Christmas Masses: Fr Jim invites students and staff of St Edwards College to join him for Christmas
Mass at Kincumber Parish, 55 Kincumber, St Kincumber. 5pm Christmas eve is outdoors, then 8pm,
10pm and 9am on Christmas Day. There’s also a barefoot Mass on MacMasters beach at 7pm on
New Year’s Day. Happy Christmas and happy holidays. Fr Jim

CANTEEN NEWS
Rosters will be posted home next week and volunteers are asked to carefully check the dates and
notify me if your situation has changed and you can no longer help or you need to change your days.
Also, students must keep this year’s ID cards to use at the beginning of next. I won’t be accepting
any cash when school returns. The only students who can use cash will be the new Year 7’s and
new students until their ID cards are given out.
Sue Devetak
CALENDAR Term1 2017
2017
Week 1

Fri

27 Jan

Staff Day

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

30 Jan
31 Jan
I Feb
2 Feb

Staff Day
Years 7, 11, 12 Return
All students return
College ID photos

